6 Backyarding Renovation Mistakes to Avoid,
According to the TurfMutt Foundatlon

(NAPS)—Summer and backyard-
ing—the act of taking our indoor life
outside—go hand in hand. This time of
year, the backyard beckons for enter-
taining, working, exercising, relaxing,
and reconnecting. But those looking to
make improvements to their family yard
for even more family fun this summer
need to avoid some common backyard
renovation mistakes.

“Mulligan the TurfMutt and I
recently moved into a new home, and we
were reminded about some of the back-
yard renovation pitfalls that can be easy
to fall into,” said Kris Kiser, President &
CEO of the TurfMutt Foundation, which
encourages people to care for and use
their outdoor spaces. “By keeping a few
basic principles in mind during back-
yard improvements, families can create
a purposeful, dream yard for year-round
outdoor living”

Here are the top backyarding renova-
tion mistakes to avoid, according to the
TurfMutt Foundation:

Not considering your yard’s full
potential. Your yard has the ability to
safely and comfortably accommodate a
range of functions for your family. From
outdoor officing to al fresco dining and
offering a place for kids to learn and
grow as well as work out their wiggles—
your backyard has unlimited potential
to expand your home’s living space.

Planting fake grass. Plastic grass
offers none of the life-giving benefits of
real grass—such as oxygen production,
carbon sequestration, urban heat dissi-
pation, or air pollution reduction. Real
grass offers all these benefits, and it is
easier on feet and paws. Also, real grass
is a natural air conditioner.

Forgetting the “right plant, right
place” rule. This is the “Golden Rule”
of backyarding, but its more than just
knowing which plants will thrive in
sunny spots versus shaded areas. Select-
ing the right plants for your micro-cli-
mate and lifestyle will result in a living
landscape that requires minimal upkeep
on your part while offering maximum
environmental benefits.

Not treating your yard like part of
the connected ecosystem. Your yard

H;eding a few hints can help you
make the most of your time in your
backyard.

links with other community green
spaces to provide food and shelter for
pollinators, such as birds, bees, but-
terflies, bats, and other creatures. Sup-
port pollinators and wildlife by plant-
ing a healthy balance of grasses, flowers,
shrubs, and trees that thrive in your
yard’s conditions and bloom at different
times throughout the year.

Not utilizing community green
spaces. Think of community parks, dog
parks, green belts, and schoolyards as an
expansion of your own backyard square
footage. Not only do these community
areas provide a change of scenery from
your own backyard, they are particu-
larly beneficial for those with little to no
backyard space of their own.

Failing to keep safety in mind. Out-
door power equipment makes big back-
yarding projects easier, but it is critical
to keep safety in mind. Read your own-
er’s manual and follow all manufacturer’s
guidelines. Do not disable or alter any of
the safety features. Always keep pets and
children away from machinery during
operation, and do not let children on or
near lawn mowers at any time.

For more information, sign up for
Mutt Mail, a monthly e-newsletter with
backyarding tips and all the news from
the TurfMutt Foundation. To learn more
about creating the yard of your dreams,
visit TurfMutt.com. Look for Mulligan
the TurfMutt on the CBS Lucky Dog tele-
vision show. You can also download the
International Backyarding Fact Book, to
learn why spending time in yards and
community parks is good for people...
and the planet.



