Partners In Conservation Are Making A Difference

What Homeowners Should Know About Advances in Window Technology
(NAPSA)—Although there
have been many significant
improvements in insulating glass
(IG) window technology in the last
decade, buying a window today
still comes down to a few basic
needs that every homeowner
desires:
• See clearly through windows
• Maintain a comfortable environment that protects your family
• Save energy
• Long lasting windows that
require little maintenance
There have been recent advances in each of these areas,
which have resulted in better
looking, more energy-efficient
windows that keep the homeowner comfortable year-round.
New Technologies Help You
See More Clearly
Low-e and tinted glass allows
the maximum amount of visible
light to pass through, while
reflecting heat back toward its
source. The property is known as
VT or Visible light Transmittance.
The higher this number, the more
clearly you will see through the
glass; however, this may also
reduce the heat energy reflectance
of the glass, thereby reducing its
emissivity (the “e” in Low-e).
Warm-edge spacers prevent
condensation. Condensation is
another major factor in obstructing your view. It’s caused when
moisture in the air collects on the
window surface. Condensation can
be reduced by improving the insulating properties of the spacer
between the glass panes. The
most effective type of spacer you

can use is warm-edge. Warm-edge
spacers provide for reduced heat
transfer around the perimeter of
the IG unit.
For example, TruSeal Technologies produces a family of
warm-edge, flexible spacer technologies including Swiggle® Seal,
DuraSeal™ and Insuledge™, which
offer protection against moisture
and condensation, the leading
causes of mold.
Look for New Ideas that Can
Make Your Family More
Comfortable
That cold, uncomfortable feeling
you experience when you stand
next to your windows or patio
doors on a damp or wintry day is
caused by heat energy being drawn
from a source, such as your body,
toward the glass. Flexible warmedge spacers provide for reduced
heat transfer to create a warmer
more comfortable home.
On those same wintry days,
you may also notice a draft next to
the window. This may be caused
by air leakage, or it may be

caused by convection. Convection
occurs when the cold glass surface
cools the warm air next to it,
which creates a current that flows
down the glass and off into the
room. Again, the use of Low-e
glass and flexible, warm-edge
spacers, along with properly
installed weather stripping, will
reduce this effect.
Save More Energy…
and Money
In cold regions, heating is the
biggest demand on home energy
consumption. Windows should be
chosen to let as much solar energy
in as possible. Glass should also
have the lowest possible emissivity to reflect as much heat energy
as possible back into your home.
In hot or temperate regions,
cooling is the biggest demand on
home energy consumption. Although Low-e glass can help, its
impact on keeping heat energy out
is minimal in these zones. Tinted
glass is the most common type of
solar control used to block the
sun’s heating effect.
Little Maintenance for
Long-Lasting Windows
Look for low-maintenance
framing materials, such as PVC
and metal-clad wood frames, in
your windows. These materials
reduce routine maintenance. Also,
look for glass with proven warmedge spacer systems and sealants
that meet North American certification standards with energy
demands as low as possible.
For more information on
w i n d o w t e c h n o l o g y, v i s i t
www.truseal.com.

Once-Boring Closed-End Muni Bond Funds Now In Demand
(NAPSA)—During the prolonged bull market of the ’90s,
many investors seemed to believe
there was no such thing as risk.
Alas, times have changed.
Investors are increasingly seeking more conservative securities
and capital preservation. In that
search, they are taking a closer look
at municipal bond funds, which
offer historically strong returns,
comparatively little volatility and
none of the headaches of taxes.
When stocks fall, bonds, historically,
go up. Municipal bonds, therefore,
may help preserve wealth by potentially delivering positive returns
during volatile equity markets. The
average annual total return for
muni bonds was 6.75 percent over
the decade ended May 2002, according to Lipper Inc. As with any
investment, past performance is no
guarantee of future results.
Short-term interest rates are at
40-year historic lows. Federal
Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan
lowered the Fed Funds rate 12
times in 22 months from 6.5 percent
to 1.25 percent.
In this environment, investors
have been attracted increasingly
to closed-end leveraged municipal
bond funds. These types of funds
have been producing returns better than most. A leveraged fund
can produce higher yields through
borrowing money to increase its
total volume of bonds, therefore
earning more interest. Using a

standard leverage of 38 percent, a
$100 million leveraged closed-end
fund may borrow $61 million in
auction-preferred shares and put
that extra money into long-term
bonds. The return from the bonds
is higher than the interest on the
debt, therefore producing more
tax-exempt income. There is, however, more risk involved in leveraged funds. When rates increase,
these funds take a harder hit, but
with decreasing rates, the payoff
can generally be better than in
un-leveraged funds.
“It is important to note that this
type of investment should be made
for the longer term, at least three
years, as a tool to balance a portfolio,” says Robert MacIntosh, chief
economist and portfolio manager of
three closed-end portfolios, as well
as manager for nine single-state,
open-end tax-exempt funds.
“Closed-end bond funds in a portfo-

lio can help to boost returns in a
tough market and keep an overall
portfolio at a lower level of risk in
a hot market. As investors actively
reassess their tolerance for risk
and seek to rebalance their portfolios, this asset class represents an
attractive way to diversify.”
Due to solid yields against the
backdrop of the current bear market in equities, there have been a
record number of offerings. Sixtysix leveraged closed-end funds were
launched from January ’02 through
November ’02. This is more than
triple the total of leveraged funds
introduced during the previous
seven years. Huge amounts of
money have flowed into these new
fund offerings. Eaton Vance raised
$1.55 billion in its initial public
offering of three closed-end municipal bond funds in August.
In the mid-’80s, Eaton Vance
began offering open-end national
and state-specific municipal bond
funds. Now, with 42 funds, the
company offers one of the broadest
line-ups of these open-end tax-free
bond funds in the industry.
Eaton Vance Corp. is on the
New York Stock Exchange under
the symbol EV. It and its affiliates
manage over $55 billion in assets
for more than 70 mutual funds, as
well as individual and institutional accounts, including those of
corporations, hospitals, retirement plans, universities, foundations and trusts.
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(NAPSA)—Hunters in the field
this season will notice new
wildlife habitat growing across
the pheasant range, thanks to a
new kind of partnership.
A Farm Service Agency program teams state and local governments, nonprofit partners and
farmers in what’s been described
as an enormous conservation
effort.
Lack of adequate nesting habitat
remains the biggest challenge facing pheasant populations. Through
the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), landowners
plant trees, grasses and other cover
in conservation buffers along
streams and waterways.
Those buffers create crucial
nesting areas and winter habitat
for pheasants. And that’s good
news for wildlife and for hunters.
For more than 20 years Pheasants Forever has worked with
America’s farmers and ranchers to
improve wildlife habitat. In the
last few years the group has
become an essential CREP partner.
“CREP is a federal program but
it’s all driven locally. We wouldn’t
be anywhere without our partners,” said Mike Linsenbigler,
CREP technical manager at the
Farm Service Agency. “Pheasants
Forever really makes a difference
in states where they’re involved.”
Joe Duggan, vice president of
public affairs at Pheasants Forever, says their interest in the
program is a simple matter.
“CREP buffers become excellent wildlife habitat. Some will
become the only wildlife habitat in
a given area,” said Duggan. “We
have chapters in eight states pro-
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A Farm Service Agency conservation program is enjoying
success because of its support
for local efforts.
moting the program. Working
together we will see more pheasants in time.”
Each CREP is based on local
needs and goals, and various
Pheasants Forever chapters contribute everything from funds to
technical assistance.
Recently the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002
authorized the most comprehensive array of conservation programs ever. Under the new legislation, Pheasants Forever is
poised to deliver wildlife habitat
programs at a new level.
“Now we have the framework
for continued and expanded work
with farmers and ranchers,” Joe
Duggan said. “The new Farm Bill
ensures that our CREP partnerships will have lasting results.”
To learn more, visit the Web at
www.pheasantsforever.org and
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation.

Multitasking Mania—PC Users Do Double Duty
by Ralph Bond
Consumer Education Manager,
Intel Corp.
(NAPSA)—Doing one thing at a
time is a thing of the past.
Today’s PC users are into multitasking mania—playing realistic
3D games while mixing custom
music, surfing the Web while scanning for viruses, or editing home
movies while chatting online.
According to a recent survey by
Intel Corporation, Americans use
their PCs to do multiple things
simultaneously because it helps
them save time and have fun.
Did you know that:
• 76 percent of computer users
say they multitask;
• Playing a game while burning a CD is the most popular PC
multitasking combination; and
• Nearly 60 percent of computer users feel bored when a
computer function makes them
wait, so they do something else on
the computer at the same time.
The survey also revealed that
many Americans are becoming
more advanced in their computing
desires, outpacing the capabilities
of the PCs they own.
• 90 percent of computer users
say they have experienced problems while multitasking;
• Nearly 50 percent of people
owning a PC that is three years or
older do not trust their computers
to handle more than one high-

Playing a game while burning
a CD is the most popular PC multitasking combination.
powered task at the same time.
With multitasking on the rise,
an innovation called HyperThreading Technology allows software to “see” two computer processors—or brains—instead of one so
that the PC can do multiple
demanding computing applications at the same time. This new
innovation, available on the Intel®
Pentium® 4 processor at 3.06 GHz,
comes at a time when consumers
increasingly use their PCs as an
all-in-one digital jukebox, home
movie editing studio, photo darkroom and electronic game arcade.
More information on HyperThreading Technology and multitasking mania is available at
www.intel.com/info/hyperthreading.

