Sports Fans: Never Miss A Play
With A Media Center PC
(NAPSA)—It’s a time-honored
tradition for sports enthusiasts: If
you don’t have tickets to the
finals, or if the big game is in
another city, you and your friends
gather around the television to
watch two teams match wits,
strategy and might in quest of the
ultimate affirmation: victory.
From college basketball’s
March Madness to the U.S. Open,
from the Stanley Cup Finals to
the Kentucky Derby, World Series
or Daytona 500, people everywhere love to get together to
watch sports. But today’s homeviewing experience is a whole new
ballgame, with technology that
merges the best of entertainment
and computers in a new breed of
PCs that combines television,
DVD, video, music and pictures in
one convenient and easy-to-use
package.
Media-savvy technology has
transformed PCs that once served
as vehicles for word processing, email and Web surfing only, into
digital entertainment centers.
Powered by the new Windows XP
Media Center Edition operating
system, these Media Center PCs
integrate digital entertainment
experiences including watching
and controlling live television,
personal video recording (PVR),
digital music, digital video, DVD
and pictures with the freedom of
remote control access. Media Center PCs can do all this and give
you the flexibility to perform all
the traditional PC tasks such as
word processing and accessing the
Internet.
For sports enthusiasts, the timing couldn’t be better. With a
Media Center PC, fans can gather
to watch the big game—and control live television to pause and
restart the action and replay the
highlights—and even enjoy a few
tunes or share vacation slide shows
during the breaks, all with just a
few clicks of a remote control.
PVR capabilities let you record
the game, race, match or series
while you’re at work, while you’re
at school or while you’re asleep.
With features such as an electronic programming guide for
quick game selection and easy
recording setup, and storage
options that can include your com-
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The new Media Center PC can
be connected to a TV, so that
sports fans can sit back and
enjoy a fulll menu of remote control-driven entertainment options
including pausing and replaying
television.
puter’s hard drive or a personal
media library of CDs or DVDs,
Media Center PCs definitely have
the edge over that old VCR.
Sports fans can catch a game
played anywhere in the world
without missing a moment of
sleep or work. And they can enjoy
the Final Four’s most climactic
slam-dunk, the ultimate Hail
Mary pass, or the bottom of the
ninth inning with the game tied
and the bases loaded as many
times as they’d like.
Sports fans will be wise to keep
a few points in mind while shopping for a Media Center PC. As
with most other technology purchases, set a budget. Also think
about your space constraints and
the PC’s ideal location in your
home—whether it’s your media
room, living room, den or bedroom.
Media Center PCs come in a variety of sizes and styles, from a computer tower to notebook models.
Media Center PCs are built to be
connected to a TV screen as well as
to a computer monitor; some models can be purchased with a widescreen plasma television.
With the Media Center PC’s
cutting-edge digital entertainment
technology and designs to suit any
lifestyle, fans now have the freedom to enjoy their favorite sports
whenever and wherever they
want. And that’s definitely a home
run for even the most devoted
couch potato! To learn more, visit
http://www.microsoft.com/win
dowsxp/mediacenter/.

(NAPSA)—Law students may
be in debt to what they can learn
from this quick quiz on an initiative to help them repay student
loans.
Q. What is the amount of
law school loans a student
might have upon graduation?

Many attorneys who take jobs
in the public sector now are getting help paying off school loans.
A. It may reach more than
$100,000. The effect of this on
lawyers who need to repay such
loans plays a major role in their
career path. For example, lawyers
who want to enter public service
law, may be put off by the lower
starting salaries ($35,000) offered.
Q. Are there programs that
help lawyers pay off lawschool debts?
A. Yes, loan repayment assistance programs, or LRAPs, help
pay law-school debts if attorneys
pursue careers in social justice.
For more information, visit
equaljusticeworks.org.

(NAPSA)—The nation’s 18 million micro-business owners—and
those who hope to join them some
day—have a new book to help
them navigate Schedule C for
reporting their taxes and for mapping tax strategies for the future.
Written by Robert Hughes, a
leading self-employment and tax
expert and president of the
National Association for the SelfEmployed (NASE), Schedule C
from A to Z de-mystifies federal tax
codes and guidelines that specifically apply to sole proprietors. The
book helps filers minimize their tax
liability and avoid filing mistakes
that can trigger an IRS audit.
“As the backbone of the
nation’s economy, it’s critical that
the self-employed receive every
deduction they are entitled to as
the basis for reinvesting in their
businesses, especially in today’s
challenging environment,” says
Hughes.
Using a simple-to-follow tutorial approach, the book takes owners step-by-step through each line
of the Schedule C form and
includes information to educate
filers on IRS rules that many find
complex and bewildering. The
book helps entrepreneurs better
organize records throughout the
year to yield more thorough
record-keeping and more productive reporting.
For each line and category of
the Schedule C form, Hughes
explains IRS interpretation, along
with a checklist of what can and
cannot be reported under each
heading. For example, the book
advises close scrutiny of categories that on the surface may
sound like catch-all reporting sections, such as line 18—“Office

Expenses.” Despite wording that
suggests otherwise, this category
is not intended for expenses pertaining to office supplies, furniture or rent, which are to be
reported elsewhere. Instead, this
category is for reporting a litany
of miscellaneous items, from janitorial services and bottled water
to maintenance service for plants.
Through the NASE, microbusiness owners have a wealth of
additional information to help
alleviate the headaches of tax season. TaxTalk provides a free
online resource for personalized
advice for all micro-business owners, even those who are not NASE
members. In addition, TaxCentral
gives NASE members a one-stop
online source for tax information
including easy-to-use calculators
to help figure estimated taxes.
The NASE is the nation’s leading resource for the self-employed
and micro-businesses, bringing a
broad range of benefits to help
entrepreneurs succeed and to
drive the continued growth of this
vital segment of the American
economy. For more information,
visit www.nase.org or call 800232-6273.

Are We Spending Enough On Defense?

Ants don’t sleep.
Because of Medicare, less than one percent of Americans 65 and
over are without health insurance, compared with 15 percent of the
general population.

Check Out
These Web Sites:
Bayer Advanced Garden® Triple Action Plant foods at www.bayerad
vanced.com.
Hartford Investment Management Company at www.hartford
investor.com.
The Electrical Safety Foundation International at www.electricalsafety.org.
Hampton Inn hotels weekend activities calendar at www.hamptoninn
weekends.com.

New Book Helps De-Mystify Schedule C

A crocodile cannot stick its
tongue out.
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By John J. Politi
(NAPSA)—Terrorist attacks on
the World Trade Center and Pentagon confirmed the vulnerability
of the American homeland.
Today, we face the daunting
challenge of tracking down the networks responsible for exporting
terrorism and destroying them, while
at the same time defending our nation
against future attacks. Despite these
dangers, the $355
Politi
billion defense program for FY 2003 will consume
only 3.3 percent of our nation’s
Gross Domestic Product.
This figure is not high by historical standards. During the Cold
War, our nation devoted a far
higher share of the budget to
national security. The figure during the Reagan administration
was about six percent and, as
recently as 1990, we spent 5.5 percent of GDP on defense.
For the Air Force, and other
branches of our armed forces, the
war on terrorism comes in addition to previous national security
requirements. America faces a
range of potential adversaries,
from nation states to transnational organizations. A major theatre conflict is a real possibility, as

well as future challenges in space
and cyberspace.
Our nation can afford to spend
four percent of its GDP on national
defense. In an $11 trillion economy,
that is roughly $440 billion, a reasonable amount given the need.
Anything less will be insufficient to
win the war against terrorism,
defend America, improve the quality of life of our men and women in
uniform, and adequately fund military transformation.
The Bush administration has
indicated it will propose a $14 billion increase in defense spending
for FY 2004. This is far less than
what is needed for the tasks at
hand, particularly as U.S. forces
once again deploy to the Persian
Gulf to confront Saddam Hussein.
The administration must work
with Congress to fund and sustain
readiness, recapitalization, modernization and transformation of
the armed forces. Our future
national security hinges on the
investments we make today.
John J. Politi is the Chairman
of the Board of the Air Force Association. For more information,
visit the Air Force Association’s
Web site at www.afa.org or write to
the Air Force Association, attn:
Policy and Communications, 1501
Lee Highway, Arlington, VA
22209-1198.

