Make It Merry
Give The Gift Of A College Education
(NAPSA)—A great gift is one
that doesn’t break, become outgrown or go out of style. It grows
in value and meaning over the
years. For example, you can give
someone you care about the gift of
a college education offered through
a 529 college savings plan.
Consider this: The National
Retail Federation expects holiday
sales this year to reach more than
$602 billion—three times the
amount of assets currently invested in 529 plans nationwide.
What You Can Do
Anyone 18 or older can open a
529 college savings account in
any state that offers one. The
funds can be used at any accredited public or private college or
university, community college,
graduate school or trade school in
the country, regardless of where
the account was opened.
The Gift That Gives Back
It’s a gift that benefits both the
giver and receiver, explains Paul
Paeglis, executive director of
Ohio’s CollegeAdvantage 529 Program: “The recipient gets the benefit of a more attainable college
education, minimizing the need
for student loans, while the giver
can enjoy tax advantages and the
satisfaction of giving a gift that
has lasting value.”
In addition, earnings in the
account grow tax-free and withdrawals are not taxed as long as
they are used for qualified higher
education expenses.
While opening an account as
early as possible in a child’s life
enables the most opportunity for
earnings, Paeglis says it’s never
too late.
“Any effort to open or add to an
account is going to make a difference when the time comes for college,” added Paeglis. “But with

(NAPSA)—Shriners Hospitals
for Children, which opened the
first spinal cord injury rehabilitation centers dedicated exclusively
to rehabilitation and management
of pediatric spinal cord injury, is
committed to reducing preventable pediatric spinal cord injuries
and provides educational materials to families. Learn more at
shrinershospitalsforchildren.org.
***
A free planning guide is available, designed to help families enjoy
a healthier new year. It also contains tips on how to have healthier
bones, joints, muscles and skin. “A
Year of Health: A Guide to a Healthy
2014” is available at www.niams.nih.
gov/multicultural.
***
Some say that the current regulations in many states expose
patients to potentially substandard care by making it legal for
those who do not have training in
dental specializations to provide
such care. To learn more, visit
www.ichoosemysmiles.com.
***
The American Optometric
Association stresses the importance of wearing well-fitted, protective eyewear when athletes are
playing sports or participating in
other activities. For information
about protecting and enhancing
your child’s vision and how to find

(NAPSA)—This holiday season,
you can have gift-giving well in
hand—when you give handmade,
personalized gifts.
For example, if you’ve got a talent for cooking or baking, homemade preserves, cookies or artisanal treats can be a tasteful way
to show you care.
Even if you can’t picture yourself creating crafts, you can easily
send personalized greeting cards,
with help from your smartphone
and Walgreens.

For long-lasting happiness, consider giving a college savings
account, a great gift that keeps
on giving.
college costs rising and college
debt numbers so staggering, the
earlier one can begin planning
and saving, the better.”
The Gift of Peace of Mind
To open a new 529 plan, in
most cases all that is needed is
the child’s Social Security number
and the minimum opening deposit
($25 for Ohio’s plan). To contribute
to an existing 529 plan, such as an
account owned by a parent, the
giver usually needs only the
account number.
Ohio’s plan is one of the Top 10
plans in the country as rated by
Morningstar and one of just a few
that also offers FDIC-insured
bank products to relieve worry
about investment risks. You don’t
have to live in Ohio to open an
Ohio plan.
Funds in most 529 plans can be
withdrawn by the account owner
if the child does not go to college,
subject to tax laws and penalty, or
can be easily transferred to
another beneficiary.
Find Further Information
To open an account or to learn
more, visit www.CollegeAdvan
tage.com or call (800)-AFFORD-IT.

Turning your favorite smartphone
photos into greeting cards can
be a snap.
After all, according to the Pew
Research Center, most American
adults own a cell phone and 82
percent of them use their phones
to take photos.
You can create great photo
cards right from that phone. Simply download the free Walgreens
mobile app, snap or upload your
photo, design your greeting cards
and then pick them up the same
day from Walgreens.
Learn More
For more information, visit
www.walgreens.com/mobile.

UberConference Delivers Conference Calls Without PINs
(NAPSA)—If you have regular
conference calls at work, you
know how frustrating, time consuming and expensive they can
be. It’s a simple concept, yet major
teleconferencing services still
haven’t been able to fix the outdated aspects that make regular
teleconferences so difficult. Work
is about getting things done, and
with the state of conference calling today, that isn’t always easy.
UberConference is a complete
conference calling solution, compatible with any device, and conference calls can be created
instantly or scheduled on the go.
With its groundbreaking service,
UberConference (www.ubercon
ference.com) is transforming teleconferencing, making meetings
more simple and more productive
for businesses—and ditching the
dreaded PIN for good.
“Everyone’s experienced the
pain of conference calls, ranging
from forgetting ridiculously long
PINs to not knowing who’s on a call
to noise in the background,” said
Craig Walker, CEO and co-founder
of UberConference. “With UberConference, callers get an elegant
dashboard view of who’s on the call,
who’s speaking, and even additional information about people on
the call. All easily accessed with the
click of a button. We’ve not only
simplified teleconferencing—we’ve
significantly improved it.”
Never Run Late Again
There is no need to download or
install anything to use UberConference. You can even dial in to an
HD audio UberConference right
from your Chrome browser. Have
a conference call scheduled weekly? UberConference will dial out to
participants so all they need to do
is answer their phone to join.
PIN Numbers Gone For Good
UberConference is the first
conference calling solution that
doesn’t ever require PIN numbers
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAd5
lpcDqX8) to access a conference.
With UberConference Pro, partici-

UberConference is the complete
conference calling solution that
hates PIN numbers as much as
you do.
pants are authenticated based on
their caller ID, no matter how
they join the call. Never again will
you need to memorize a complicated PIN number or password.
Finally, A Price
That Makes Sense
At only $10 per month for unlimited minutes, calls and recordings,
UberConference saves companies
80 to 90 percent on the money they
spend on other teleconferencing services. There are no hidden fees, and
local dial-in numbers for over 40
countries are included. UberConference also offers its award-winning
free service that does require PINs,
but you still get essential features
in the visual conference call
dashboard.
Simplify Your Calls
UberConference’s dashboard
solves the most common problems
faced in teleconferencing (www.you
tube.com/watch?v=6-a5e0Z5xqY)
and makes advanced features so
much easier to use than traditional
services, which require you to
remember things like “push *67 to
record.” Callers can see images of
the participants, know who is
speaking at any given moment,
and can quickly see participants’
public social media information.
The organizer can also mute an
individual noisy caller or add a
new participant during the call
with the click of a button. Finally,
conference calls the way you want
them, with UberConference.

(NAPSA)—The all-new Minute®
Multi-Grain Medley is made up of
The people of Portugal and Spain will often eat 12 grapes from a
bunch just as the clock strikes 12 on New Year’s Eve. This tradition is
said to ensure 12 happy months in the coming year.
an optometrist nearby, visit
www.aoa.org.
***
For weight management, many
turn to all-natural Phase 2 white
kidney bean extract, an ingredient
in carbohydrate-blocking nutritional
supplements, including Natrol’s Carb
Intercept, Now Foods’ Starch Neutralizer, Swanson’s Phase 2 Starch
Neutralizer and GNC’s Total Lean
Phase 2 Carb Controller. Learn more
at www.phase2info.com.
***
While routine dental visits are
something many people dread,
practicing good oral hygiene
throughout the year may change
the way you feel about your smile,
improve your overall health and
boost your self-confidence. For
more information and tips, call
800-ASPEN-DENTAL or visit
www.aspendental.com.

brown rice, Thai red rice, wild rice
and quinoa and is ready in just 10
minutes. It can serve as the mainstay of many affordable and flavorful dishes. For recipes and more,
visit www.minuterice.com.
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“Auld Lang Syne” is sung at the stroke of midnight to bring in the
new year. Early variations of the song were sung prior to 1700 and
inspired Robert Burns to produce the version we know. An old Scottish tune, “Auld Lang Syne” literally means “old long ago,” or simply,
“the good old days.”

