A Better Way To Prepare And Protect America For Catastrophes
(NAPSA)—Contrary to popular
belief, the epicenter of the strongest
earthquake to ever strike the continental U.S. was not in California,
but in Missouri. It was so powerful
that it changed the course of the
Mississippi River.
Twenty states, including Hawaii and every state that borders
the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of
Mexico, face the threat of hurricanes every year.
As the population of the U.S.
has swelled, so has the risk of
Americans facing a catastrophe,
whether it’s a tornado, hurricane,
flood or earthquake.
Home values have also increased in areas prone to natural
disasters, and many of those homeowners have their net worth tied
up in their homes. This puts their
biggest financial asset at risk.
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita
revealed America is not as prepared for natural disasters as it
should be. While we can’t stop
them from occurring, we can do a
better job preparing and protecting
America from their consequences.
National coalitions such as Pro
tectingAmerica.org, comprised of
emergency management officials,
first responders, disaster relief
experts, insurers and others, are
advocating ideas that would help
prepare Americans to deal with
the consequences of natural disasters before they occur.
One solution is the creation of
privately funded, governmentsponsored catastrophe funds.
These funds would accumulate
money in advance of catastrophes,
and would be funded by a portion
of the insurance premiums collected by private insurers. At the
state level, the funds could cover
restoration from local disasters. At
the federal level, there could be a
catastrophe fund that covers losses
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that can’t be covered by one state.
Money would not be accessed until
needed, and would grow tax-free to
help pay for future losses.
Besides catastrophe funds,
other solutions could include
strengthening first responders,
improving building codes, and
sensible land use policies.
While a better solution is still
in the works, there are some
things you can do now to prepare
for catastrophes:
• Become familiar with your
community’s disaster preparedness plan and develop a plan for
your family.
• Prepare an emergency supply
kit including a three-day supply of
bottled water, nonperishable food,
a manual can opener, paper plates,
cups, utensils, first-aid kit, flashlight and battery-operated radio
with extra batteries.
• Organize documents in
waterproof containers. Include
financial information, important
phone numbers, wills, insurance
policies, immunization records
and passports.
• Prepare an inventory of your
personal property and videotape
your household contents.
For more information, visit
ProtectingAmerica.org.

Clogged Toilets Can Be A Real Drain
(NAPSA)—If you have faced a
clogged toilet, you are not alone.
Each year, more than one in five
Americans cope with a blocked
toilet and 70 percent surveyed
recently agreed that clogs trigger
a real headache.
The survey commissioned by
the SCOTT® Clog Clinic, an authority on common-sense solutions for
avoiding stopped-up toilets, found
that if a few proper steps are
taken, consumers can avoid most
clogs.
As part of its survey of toilet
blockages, the Clog Clinic found
that:
• Going down the drain. Twelve
percent of people have dropped a
toy ball down the pipes, while 6
percent have flushed a fish.
• Who did it? Thirty-seven percent of respondents maintain that
no one takes responsibility for
clogging the toilet in their home.
• Away from home. As for public restrooms, 30 percent say they
have experienced a clog in a
restaurant, 24 percent at work, 22
percent while at someone else’s
home other than in-laws, 14 percent while visiting in-laws, 12 percent during holidays at their
home, 11 percent while entertaining guests at home and 2 percent
on a date.
• Take the plunge. To unclog a
blocked toilet, 87 percent of con-

(NAPSA)—Okay, so you’re a
devotee of “Gilmore Girls” and you
missed Lorelai’s proposal to Luke
because your TiVo cut off the end.
Or perhaps you grew up with “The
Brady Bunch” and want to relive
your childhood crush on Maureen
McCormick. Or maybe you just
want to revisit your favorite
“Friends” moments—without
waiting for the repeats to roll
around.
A growing number of TV fans
are finding they can readily enjoy
the series that made them laugh,
cry, scream or throw popcorn at
the screen—by purchasing complete seasons on DVD. From classics such as “The Andy Griffith
Show” and “Dragnet” to today’s
biggest hits, including “CSI” and
“The O.C.,” hundreds of shows are
now available for collection and
home viewing.
Not only do DVD collections
give viewers complete seasons—
or, in the case of short-lived cult
faves, the entire series—on just a
few discs (say goodbye to that collection of commercial-filled videotapes), but they often include
extras to satisfy the most rabid
fans: conversations with stars and
show creators, making-of featurettes, screen tests and more.
One convenient way to find
your top series is through the
Columbia House DVD Club. Not
only do the catalogs feature
dozens of new TV and movie titles
each month, but the club runs frequent specials, allowing members
to build their collections without
spending a fortune. See how much
you know about popular TV shows
with this crossword puzzle.
To learn more, including membership requirements and benefits, visit www.yourtvondvd.com.

***
Some people like my advice so
much that they frame it upon
the wall instead of using it.
—Gordon R. Dickson
***

***
When a man comes to me for
advice, I find out the kind of
advice he wants, and I give it to
him.
—Henry Wheeler Shaw
***
TAKE THE PLUNGE—Most homeowners use a plunger to free the
pipes from a clog.
sumers use a plunger to free the
pipes (and 92 percent own one).
• Only you can prevent clogs.
Forty-five percent “completely
agree” that they can prevent toilet
clogs by using a septic-safe toilet
paper.
Those with older homes, septictank systems, low-flow toilets, and
people who own a boat or RV are
most at risk of clogs and plumbing
issues. The first line of attack to
prevent toilet clogs is to use a septic-safe tissue such as S C O T T
1000ct OR SCOTT Extra Soft. These
tissues dissolve four times faster
than the leading brand. For more
common-sense solutions to prevent clogs, visit the Clog Clinic at
www.ScottClogClinic.com.

***
We hate to have some people
give us advice because we
know how badly they need it
themselves.
—Author Unknown
***

***
A hen is only an egg’s way of
making another egg.
—Samuel Butler
***
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1 Denis Leary cop show (2 wds.)
6 Jan-Michael Vincent flew it in the ’80s
9 A dimension not only of sight and sound...
(2 wds.)
13 2005 Spielberg miniseries (3 wds.)
15 The adventures of K.I.T.T. and Hasselhoff
17 Gail O’Grady series (2 wds.)
19 Where Superman grew up
20 Theodore Cleaver, to friends and family
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He landed in Boulder, Colorado
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His first name was Angus
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2002 Spielberg miniseries
Teen detective series on UPN (2 wds.)
Classic Hal Linden series (2 wds.)
Chandler, Joey, Ross, Rachel, Monica
and Phoebe
16 What happened on this Caan show stays on
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18 Just two words for this FX series:
plastic surgery (2 wds.)
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(NAPSA)—One way to save
money on irrigating your lawn
and garden is to install a shut-off
device that automatically detects
rain. They are inexpensive and
enable you to take advantage of
available water for free. For more
watering tips, visit www.rain
bird.com or contact a Rain Bird
retailer.
***
You can be a part of something
important. Researchers are looking for ordinary Americans to be
on the front lines of public health
in the U.S. Research oncologists
have begun a campaign to recruit
17,500 patients for clinical trials
aimed at testing the safety and
efficacy of new cancer drugs.
QuickLink is a resource designed
to help patients and caregivers
learn more about major colorectal cancer clinical trials. You can
find QuickLink by visiting
www.CancerTrialsHelp.org.
***
In the winter months, fluids
are easily depleted as your engine
works harder in the colder
weather. Make sure to check, top
off or replace all fluids, including
brake, transmission, coolant,
power steering and windshield
washer fluid. For more information on vehicle maintenance, visit
www.mobiloil.com.
***
A dream backyard will be
given away each month from now
through September in the Dream

Gilmore Girls
Taken
Veronica Mars
Barney Miller
Friends
Las Vegas
Nip Tuck

Backyard Giveaway. Consumers
can choose from five categories—
Backyard Athlete, Green Thumb,
Relaxation, Party Time and Kids’
Zone—and start building the
backyard they have always
wanted. To enter, visit www.dream
backyardgiveaway.com.
***
Although salmon are caught in
Alaska’s pristine waters yearround, fishing season in Anchorage and southcentral Alaska
really heats up in late May, when
the prized king salmon returns
home to spawn in the area’s glacier-fed, freshwater streams. The
remaining four varieties of Pacific
salmon—sockeye, coho, chum and
pink—are also found in the general area. To learn more, visit the
Web site at www.anchorage.net.
***
What are Mom’s favorite
plants and flowers? According to a
recent survey, some of Mom’s
favorite plants are gardenias,
hydrangeas and miniroses. Topping the list of Mom’s favorite
blooms are lilies, gerbera daises
and roses, say the experts at 1800-FLOWERS.COM.

